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GRAMMAR 

 

Study the following examples of mistakes made by learners of English. Identify and correct the error in each 

case. If possible, pinpoint the source of the error. 
 

Example: 

 

"I've seen that film three weeks ago." This should be "I saw that film three weeks ago". 
 

In this case the student does not know that we need to use the simple past, not the present perfect tense, to 
talk about specific past time. 
 
 
1. My brother lives in France for eighteen years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. - Would you like a cigarette? 

- No thanks, I'm not smoking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. - Oh no! I've forgotten my wallet! 

 - Don't worry, I'm going to lend you some money. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. I was burning my hand when I cooked dinner last night. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
5. If I will see him, I'll tell him the news. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Please remember locking the door. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7.  Could you tell me where are the car keys? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  The film was very interested. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.   You don't have to smoke here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10.        If he works hardly, he should pass the exam. 
 



 

 

 

 
CONVEYING MEANING. 
 
1. Fill in the Function column as appropriate from the following: requesting, making 

suggestions, disagreeing and offering 
 
2. Identify a situation in which the phrase could be used. 
 
 
 

Function Phrase  Possible situation. 

e.g. Requesting Would you mind calling back later?  

 How about a break?  

 I see your point but ....  

 Can I carry that for you?  

 I'm not quite sure you're right there...  

 I'll give you a hand if you like.  

 I wonder if you could help me.  

 Rubbish!  

 Why don't you try joining a sports club?  

 Could you close the window please?  

 Would you like a drink?  

 Let's try something different this time.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

APPROACHES TO TEACHING AND LEARNING 

 
Imagine that you are teaching a multilingual group of adult learners at elementary level (they 
have had about 40 hours of English). 

 
 

I've got toothache. I've got a cough. 

My knee hurts. I feel sick. 

I've got a sore throat. 

 

 

1. What problems might your students have in understanding the five expressions in the table 

above? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What pronunciation problems might they have with the expressions? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Briefly give some ideas about how you would teach the expressions. 
 

 
 


